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	POINTING OF THE TAVERN


More than likely when you receive this publication the pointing of Baird’s Tavern will be completed.  Phillip O’Callaghan and Jesse Ostrander have done an awesome job, and the Society members should rest a bit easier knowing the pointing of the stones at the Tavern will not be needing repair for at least 30 to 50 years.  This has been a long process and the Tavern looks great.  Come by and take a closer look.  Don’t forget to mark your calendar for the dedication July 28.

GARDEN NEWS 


Pat McConnell received a donation from Canadian Tree Service toward the removal of dead trees and brush from the back of the Shingle House.  Under Judy Harney’s direction, Girl Scout Troop 788 has planted 10 lilac bushes, pruned the Harrison’s Yellow Rose, removed hosta from the back of the Baird’s Tavern, mulched the herb bed, sown grass seeds, raked leaves, pulled weeds, picked up garbage and in general fluffed up the gardens for the Historical Society.  This group of girls are working on their bronze award.  They meet every Thursday afternoon at 3:15 and work for a couple of hours in various chores.  Thanks, Judy, for making this connection with our youth.  The lilac bushes are from the cuttings Pat McConnell took last year from the original plant on the site of the Shingle House.  Thanks to volunteers for helping us achieve our mission to educate and engage our community.

ARCHIVES FOUND

For the past several months the archive crew has been working on receiving and sorting the Florence Tate Collection.  As many know, over her long lifetime Florence amassed an amazing collection of Warwick research materials in her role of Historian for both the Town and Village.  Barbara Tate, Florence’s sister, is working diligently to see that these items arrive at our archive safely. The huge task of receiving this large collection will continue through the summer months.  


Another project we are helping with is the transferring of a large group of records of the Lehigh and Hudson River Railway from Orange County Community College. It seems that not all of the records rescued when the railroad office closed made it down to the railroad museum in Strasburg, PA. all those years ago, and this group was all but forgotten.  Temporary storage space is being made available at the Carriage House facility by owners Jack & Janice Hubert, and the L & HR Railway Veteran’s Association will be working to clean, arrange, and find a good permanent home for some of our community’s most important records:  without the railroad, the Warwick we know today would not exist.

ARCHIVE NEW BLOG: Sue Gardner, our archivist, has started a "blog" on the internet to share news about recent research and discoveries about Warwick history, and the activities at our archive.  Go to http://warwickhistory.blogspot.com/  (note, there is no "www" in the web address).  If you have questions or problems accessing the file, email her at sgardner@rcls.org.

SHINGLE HOUSE RESTORATION UNDERWAY

A committee has been appointed to determine the direction of the Shingle House restoration.  There are a lot of ideas flowing, an architectural survey was completed and soon there will be an unveiling of the Master Plan for the Shingle House.  A fund raising campaign for financing this project will include grants, donations and other sources of funds.   If you have a rich uncle who would love to give to this cause PLEASE let one of our Board members know.  The Shingle House is located on Forester Avenue.
We encourage shopping locally, but if you shop online, go to www.shopformuseums.com and select "Historical Society of the Town of Warwick."  There are thousands of vendors, including Amazon! We receive a percentage for every purchase. For more information contact Sue Gardner, sgardner@rcls.org

	

	RECORD ATTENDANCE AT THE 2007 ANNUAL MEETING AND ANNUAL DINNER – THIS WAS AN AMAZING EVENING IN THE LIFE OF THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY  


The Society marked its 101st birthday at a rousing dinner and meeting April 21 at the Warwick Valley Country Club.  The room was packed for the annual meeting, as well as at the dinner following.  


During the meeting Sheila Warner gave the State of the Society address, reminding us of the many accomplishments in our 2006 year.  The new constitution prepared by Mary Neal McFarland and crew was voted on and approved with only a couple of revisions. Deborah Kennedy and Doug Stage were welcomed as new Trustees. The Society presented the Elizabeth Sandford Lewis and Madison Lewis Award for 2007 to Nell Rothschild and Anna and Harold Wilson for their many years of outstanding service to the Society.  Anna and Harold Wilson shared wonderful tidbits of folk history with all attendees; they were driven to the event in style this year courtesy of Crown Vicky Limousine Service. Corwin’s Florist did an outstanding job with the tulips that adorned the tables, while our wait staff, the History Club students, were fabulous in every way.  It was great to have so many members in attendance.  Thanks to all who made the evening so memorable and fun.


Many members have stated - Auntie Ble 
looks down on our events. When she is pleased with the direction, she sends good weather.  The weather could not have been better.  Thanks, Auntie Ble.

INTERESTED IN HISTORY? VOLUNTEER TO BE A DOCENT AT ONE OF THE SOCIETY PROPERTIES THIS SUMMER

Docent volunteers are encouraged to attend a workshop at the education center at Baird's Tavern, 105 Main Street across from the post office, on June 12 from 6:00 to 8:00 pm. The museums - Baird's Tavern, 1810 House, the Shingle House, and the Old School Baptist Meeting House - will be open every Tuesday and Saturday from 2:00 to 4:30 pm starting July 1. Each building will be assigned a seasoned docent (tour guide) as well as one or two newcomers, depending on the needs of the building. 

Ivy Tulin and Elizabeth Hurd, co-chairs of the Historical Society's education committee, stress that volunteers do not have to be history experts or members of the Society to be trained as docents. All interested people over the age of 15 are welcome to the June 12 session. For more information, call Sybil H. Skinner, director, at 986-3236.
TOM SAWYER WORK DAY SET FOR JUNE 19 


We are inviting you to have fun with us at the first annual WHS Tom Sawyer Work Day on Tuesday, June 19, at 9 a.m., starting at the Education Center of Baird’s Tavern.  We are asking for help in the cleaning and sprucing up of the buildings for the summer season.  Join us for bagels and coffee at 9:00 and get your work assignment. Bring your tools and a strong back; the Society will furnish the cleaning supplies.
BAIRD’S TAVERN GIFT SHOP 


Dolores Simon and Candy Ahrenholz have kept the doors to our Gift Shop open all winter.  During this time, they have added many nickels and dimes to the funds.  With the summer coming upon us, they are in need of additional volunteers to help.  Please call if you want to help this profitable cause. 




	
	HISTORICAL SOCIETY TO HOST THE ANNUAL WINE & CHEESE TASTING EVENT IN LEWIS PARK

     The Warwick Historical Society is preparing for its annual Wine & Cheese Tasting, to be held under the crabapple trees in Lewis Park on Main St. on Sunday, June 3rd. According to co-chairs Debbie Iurato and Karen Emmerich, committee members will be pouring and discussing wines from around the world, including Australia, France, California, Spain and Italy. Nonalcoholic wine will also be available. Cheeses, also from around the world, have been carefully selected to pair with each of the wines. 
     The event begins at 4 pm, with music provided by local jazz guitarist Michael Jackson, and ends at 6 pm. Tickets are $30 and may be purchased by calling 986-3236; they will also be available at the door.




The Historical Society of the Town of Warwick
105 Main Street

P. O. Box 353

Warwick, New York 10990
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SAVE THE DATE


Wine & Cheese Tasting Event


Sunday, June 3


4 to 6


Lewis Park


Docent Training


Tuesday, June 12


6 to 8 


Board Meeting Thursday, June 14


6:45 pm


Baird’s Tavern 


Education Center


�


George Washington Picnic


July 28


Under the Tent


August 25


Baird’s Tavern


Office Hours


T, W & Th 


9:00 am to 2:00 pm


� HYPERLINK "mailto:whs6@optonline.net" ��whs6@optonline.net�


Baird’s Tavern


Gift Shop Hours


Wednesday and Saturday from 


10am to 2pm


1810 Archives Office


Tuesdays 9 to 12


(by appointment)


986-5987


Volunteers are needed!!!











MEMBERSHIP DRIVE FALLS SHORT OF GOALS  


In spite of gaining 25 new members since January 1, our 2007 membership drive has only brought in a total of $14, 701, a good start, but only 38 percent of our goal.  If all our present members would send in their dues, we would be at $36,000.  If you have not sent your membership dues- please do so ASAP  


	How would you like to live here if there were a factory in the center of town where the Old School Baptist Meeting House stands today?  Because of the Warwick Historical Society, our remarkable village has Lewis Park as the centerpiece of seven museums, although at one time a factory was proposed where the park stands today.  The Society saved these properties. And to keep the Society strong and active, we need the support of dues-paying members.


	You can help us by recruiting a friend or neighbor.  It would be great if you asked your friend if they are a member or would like to become a member.  


	It’s been brought to our attention that perhaps some members do not realize that they have not paid their dues for 2007, so a reminder will go out to all members who are delinquent.   If you want to verify your membership, please call the office at 986-3236 and ask for Jo Hull, our membership coordinator.





CHRISTENING PARTY LAUNCHES EDUCATION CENTER


	The new Education Center was christened with candlelight, flowers and champagne on Thursday, May 17 as the board conducted its first meeting in the transformed basement of Baird’s Tavern.


	The space, formerly a scene of squalor until Doug Lybolt and his work crew removed truckloads of trash, has a new floor, a room-length worktable, and a washroom installed by Bob Bennett.  The room even has exit signs installed by Chris Daly. A full contingent of board members and trustees, including newly inducted Deborah Kennedy and Doug Stage, were there to toast the new center, which will be running by June 12.  You will be receiving an update on classes to be held there in the July newsletter.  The dedication ceremony will be held on July 28 in conjunction with the annual George Washington Day celebration.


	The Warwick Savings Foundation is to be thanked for issuing a grant for $15,000 which helped make the center a reality. 





NOMINATIONS WANTED:


The Board voted on May 17 to increase the number of Trustees by five.  Therefore, the nominating committee would like the names of persons willing and able to serve by the next board meeting June 14th.








Make sure you check out our web page.  It is constantly updated.  There are many photos of events, information about events, the new constitution and just some cool stuff. � HYPERLINK "http://www.warwickhistoricalsociety.org" ��www.warwickhistoricalsociety.org�.

















 


Constitution Committee Makes Headway


The newly formed Constitution Committee has been putting in long hours bringing the Society Constitution up-to-date to meet 21st Century needs.  Mary Neal McFarland heads up this committee with assistance from Betty Hurd, Ivy Tulin, Raey Webster, Leslie Wood and Al Lewis.  The committee expects to have the new Constitution ready for review in March and approval at the Annual Meeting on April 21st.  


Baird’s Tavern Gift Shop Makes News


Dolores Simon will be keeping the doors of our Gift Shop open all winter.  We had a fabulously successful Christmas season, adding more than $5,000 to the Society’s bottom line.  We plan to keep up the momentum and keep our doors open on Wednesdays and Saturdays from 10 am to 2 pm.   We are stocking Warwick merchandise and offering tours and membership applications to all.  We need volunteers to help us.  When the shop is open, passersby are intrigued and want to come in and see the interior of the building and buy a souvenir of Historic Warwick. This is a good thing!








Photograph from  


Warwick Historical Society Archive Collection:


"A Visit for Elizabeth to Minnie in Her Garden" 


by Marian Holbert Reynolds, 1902





Together we will educate and engage our community to preserve our legacy.





50th ANNIVERSARY OF THE 1810 HERB WHEEL GARDEN


	In 1957 Mrs. Charles Reed and Mr. Ralph Shaeffer designed the fragrant garden behind the 1810 House for the Orange and Dutchess Garden Club, and it has been continually maintained by the club.  Helen Lee is the present chair of the 1810 Garden Committee. Please make a visit to the site and observe the beauty of this wonderful garden.  Thanks, Orange and Dutchess Garden Club.











